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Bad habits 
dominate 


open forum 


Nicole Massey 
Contributing Writer 


The Student Government 
Association held an open fo- 
rum Tuesday during Com- 
mon Hour in the Port. 

The forum was led by 
SGA President Joe Hayes, 
and SGA Vice-President 
Nicole Goad. 

There were many topics 
discussed since there are a 
limited number of open fo- 
rums per year. At the end of 
the semester, the campus 
wide lab will be closing. But 
do not worry; students will 
still have the use of the com- 
puters. They just won't be in 
the Technology Center. 

This is an issue that came 
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SGA Vice President Nicole Goad, left, and President Joe Hayes discuss 
issues with students in Tuesday's open forum. 


Fall 2008 schedule approved 


The hierarchy of LSUS 
signs off on a 3-day 
Common Hour, 
shortens night classes 


Justin Tison 
Staff Writer 


Stuart Mills, provost and 
vice-chancellor of Academ- 
ic Affairs, approved recent 
changes in the class sched- 
ule for the university to be 
implemented next semester. 

The new schedule will 
move Common Hour from 
Tuesday and Thursday to 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at 11 a.nu., as well as 
lengthen the amount of time 


given to the free period. 


In addition to the new 
Common Hour, there have 
been afternoon classes 
added to the Monday and 


Wednesday class schedule. 


Also, there was the addition 
of night classes two nights a 
week that are only one hour 
and 15 minutes long as op- 
posed to the three hour 
classes students currently 
enjoy. 

Mills said the new sched- 
ule “honors the request for a 
longer Common Hour...and 
for more as far as the aca- 
demic community is con- 
cerned. 

“A number of consultants 
said that we need to make 


changes to be the university 


we want to be,” said Mills. 
“IT met with the deans, and 
we worked out a sched- 
ule...] am interested in opti- 
mizing and getting a sched- 
ule that is best for the 
campus.” 

Gary Joiner, assistant pro- 
fessor of history, said the 
new schedule, which was 
approved without “heavy 
front line faculty consulta- 
tion,” will be difficult on 
commuting students and 
faculty due to the nature of 
the campus. 

“We are a nontraditional 
campus and have a lot of 
students driving in and this 
[new schedule] could put a 


burden on commuting stu- 


dents,” said Joiner. “Sched- 
uling students will now be 
tougher since [faculty] will 
lose office hours during the 
new Common Hour, be- 
cause we cannot schedule 
office hours during that 
time. We will be squeezing 
people out during the mid- 
dle of the day.” 

According to the Dec. 5 
Faculty Senate minutes, 
there was strong dissent re- 
garding the new schedule 


and the view that the 
“change was - ‘mandat- 
ed’... without consulting the 
faculty. 

The faculty cited students 
and most other faculty 
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Financial Aid 
Awareness month 
in full swing 


Kacy Smith 


February is Financial Aid 
Awareness Month, and al- 
though next semester is over 
six months away, it is al- 
ready time to start finding a 
way to pay for the fall. 

The Louisiana Education 
Loan Authority (LELA) is 
launching a statewide cam- 
paign to provide informa- 
tion to students and parents 
about financial aid options 
available for them. 

“An early start is essential 
to securing funds for a col- 
lege education,” said Joni 
Leggio, assistant vice presi- 
dent of LELA, Louisiana’s 
nonprofit student loan 
provider. 

LELA is partnering with 
related organizations and 
colleges this month to 
spread the word about the fi- 
nancial aid programs acces- 
sible to students. 

While many LSUS stu- 
dents rely on TOPS to pay 
for their tuition, there are 
still those who seek aid from 
different sources. According 
to Chelsea Chance, an 
LSUS financial aid coun- 
selor, approximately 90 per- 
cent of the over 4000 stu- 
dents attending LSUS 
receive financial aid. 

To help ease the stress of 
finding ways to pay for 
school, LELA has set up a 
with 
communication 

Web 
www.goFAAM.com. 


increased 
through 


campaign 
then site, 
http 
The Web site aims to give 


students a simple approach 
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Where for art thou, 
Emergency Beacon 


Editorial Policy 

The information presented in this 
publication by no means reflects 
the opinions of the administration 
or staff of LSUS. The Almagest 
seeks to provide information for the 
LSUS campus and community; to 
involve students, faculty and staff; 
and to provide a public forum for 
ideas as guaranteed in the First 
Amendment of the Constitution. 
Comments and complaints are wel- 
come and should be addressed to 
Devin White, Editor-in-Chief. They 
must be accompanied by your full 
name and e-mail address. 


Letters Policy 
Letters to the editor are encour- 
aged. However, the staff reserves 
the right to edit letters for clarity, 
length, and content. Any letter sub- 
mitted by a club or organization 
must be signed by all members of 
the group or by the group’s presi- 
dent. Letters should be e-mailed or 
submitted to the Almagest office, 
BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday 
preceding the Thursday publication 
date. Please type the letter and in- 
clude your classification and major. 
The Almagest reserves the right not 
to publish submitted materials, Ob- 
scene, libelous and anonymous let- 
ters will not be printed. 


Retractions 
According to the Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary, a retraction is a public 
statement, either in print, or by 
verbal statement that is made to 
correct a previously made state- 
ment that was incorrect, invalid, or 
in error. The intent of a public 
retraction is to correct any incorrect 
information. 


The Almagest holds all rights if 
deemed necessary to retract such 


statements made, and shall, at will. 


Retraction notices should be made 
by e-mail or phone. 
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Derick Jones 
Managing Editor 


Let me start off by saying 
that this is in no way a ban- 
tering against the politics of 
LSUS, nor the campus po- 
lice...wait, yes it is. 

As ill informed as we, the 
public, may seem, I noticed 
last week that during the 
multitude of weather events 
(hail, lightening, thunder, 
rain, heavy wind, and final- 
ly, sun?) that my phone re- 
ceived no text message from 
the Emergency Beacon. 

But why should it? Well, 
living on the third floor of 
Bronson Hall, I rarely notice 
any kind of activity that 
takes place on campus, but I 
did happen to catch a 
glimpse of lightning striking 
the Business and Education 
building. 

Adjacent to the building, 
another bolt hit the parking 
lot—sparks seen by fellow 
students in the Almagest. 
Now, as Rebecca Chiles, di- 
rector of University Police, 
had stated upon receiving 
this, um, text message-based 
blessing, she told students in 
an earlier edition of the Al- 
magest that it “will certainly 
help improve communica- 
tion about safety issues on 
campus. This will only be 
used for emergency situa- 


phone/fax: (318) 797-5328 
e-mail: almagest@lsus.edu 


tions such as inclement 
weather or other critical sit- 
uations.” 

I’m still waiting on my 
text message. 

As an editor for the Al- 
magest, I signed up for the 
Emergency Beacon as soon 
as I caught wind of it being 
available. I’m here on cam- 
pus more than most stu- 
dents, and with keeping odd 
hours I understand that in 
situations like this, it’s criti- 
cal to know what you’re up 
against. 

But like I said, I’m still 
waiting on my text message. 

Failing to report “in- 
clement weather” sounds 
like a problem, and who’s to 
say that other incidents have 
gone unreported. As a stu- 
dent and employee of 
LSUS,.I find it appalling 
that a service, most likely 
one I pay for, isn’t being 
used—but there we go 
again, another fee, another 
un-noticed statement, and of 
course, uniformed students 
left asking, “huh?” 

But it’s all for the stu- 
dents, right? Keeping them 
informed on campus emer- 
gencies and “threatening 
emergency situations” is top 
priority of course. But like I 
said, I’m not bantering, I’m 
just informing. It’s what you 
wanted, right? 


Just say no to beer 
on campus 


John Kay 
Contributing Writer 


In the Port on Tuesday 
during the SGA Open Fo- 
rum, SGA President Joe 
Hayes mentioned the possi- 
bility of Steve Sittenauer, 
manager of the Port, selling 
beer on campus for Spring 
Fling. Sittenauer has agreed 
to do this. 

This is a terrible idea. 
While the University may be 
able to avoid legal troubles, 
they will have failed in up- 
holding good moral stan- 
dards. Suppose a fatal car 
crash or violent situation oc- 
curs due to a student being 
intoxicated following con- 


Jack Nolan 


Fola Hammones 


sumption of beer on cam- 
pus. The University may be 
able to avoid legal troubles, 
but they will have proven 
themselves free of morals, 
and that will be the percep- 
tion in the community. 

Please, peacefully join 
with me in contacting your 
SGA President Joe Hayes 
and tell him not to allow 
beer on campus. Then, move 
on to everyone you can con- 
tact in the administration. 
This is an irresponsible act 
by everyone involved, and 
we as students will hold 
them responsible for this 
careless action if it is carried 
out. 


Staff Writers 
Justin Tison 
Dezi Mitchell 
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Laptop commodities now available 


Alleigha Cross 
Contributing Writer 


The vast majority of stu- 
dents at LSUS toting laptops 
to and from class everyday 
is not uncommon. In fact, it 
is really becoming a new ac- 
cessory. 

Alan Gabehart, dean of 
Noel Memorial Library, has 
grasped this concept. In re- 
sponse, the library has new 
innovative technology to 
suit student laptop needs. 

During last semester, 
LSUS implemented a Wi-Fi 
network, and in an effort to 
encourage use and comfort 
for laptop users, 60 new lap- 
top stations have been added 


to the library's main floor. 

Previously the home of 
bound indexes, these desks 
are each stationed with their 
own outlet and plenty of 
space to study. 

While visiting Southeast- 
ern University in Hammond, 
Gabehart noticed students 
scattered near any available 
electrical outlet trying to use 
their laptops. During the in- 
tercession of semesters, 
Gabehart decided that lap- 
top stations were a practical 
and an increasingly needed 


_ addition to LSUS. 


“The first day [the sta- 
tions] were available stu- 
dents were using them,” said 
Gabehart. 


Emily Horton, a student 
from Northwestern, has be- 
come a frequent visitor to 
the laptop stations. 

“It's really convenient 
with the new stations, and 
this is closer to my home 
than my school's campus,” 
said Horton. 

Julie Wood, head of Re- 
search Services with Noel 
Memorial Library, is excited 
that the community is taking 
advantage of the library's 
services, and explained that 
since the Wi-Fi became 
available, more and more 
people from the community 
are using the service. 


Starry Night recieves an art 
department makeover 


Natalie Allgood 
Contributing Writer 


What is art? One may say 
that art is a painting or a 
sculpture. Another might 
say that it is a fine 
piece of poetry, or a 
beautiful mural. 

LaMoyne Bat- § 
ten, professor of 
fine arts, has begun ‘ 
teaching a NeW jes 
class incorporating bd # 
all forms of the 
field Public Arts. <= 

The class cur- gst 
rently only holds 
nine students, be- 
ing small enough to 
give each student 
more one-on-one 
time with the professor. The 
class focuses on one project 
at a time and students work 
as a team to accomplish it. 

One of their most recent 
projects will take place at 
Mansfield Middle School. 

The students have been 
asked by the school’s faculty 
and staff to paint a mural at 
the top of the stairwell of 


their entrance way, featuring 
a rendition of Vincent Van 
Gogh’s Starry Night. 

The faculty told Batten 
that they wanted something 
that would grab the attention 


of the person entering. 

Brandon French will be 
advising on the graphic de- 
sign of the mural. 

Each student will be given 
a large panel and on that 
panel the students will paint 
one section of Starry Night 
in a different color scheme 
than that of the actual paint- 
ing. Each panel will be a 
stark contrast in color from 


the one next to it. At the bot- 
tom of each panel will be a 
letter so that in the end when 
the panels are hung next to 
each other they will come 
together to read “DIVERSI- 

TY 
~ “It was too hard 
to match the colors 
_ perfectly. That’s 
@when we decided 
that not only would 
it be easier, but it 
_g— would also be much 
more eye-catching 
to use the contrast- 
ing colors,” said Dr. 
Batten. 

Debra Acosta, 
B junior, fine arts and 
secondary art edu- 
cation said, “I like it because 
it’s Van Gogh. Children are 
so smart and we are giving 
them real art. The theme is 
special because it teaches 
individuality yet unity as 
well.” 

This project is scheduled 
to take place within the next 
few months. 


Christine Bradley/Photographer 
Former student 
‘counsels students 


Carly Waters 
Contributing Writer 


Aj new counselor was 
added to the staff at LSUS’ 
Student Development and 
Counseling Center last De- 
cember. 

Greg Guerin, alumni of 
LSUS, is a licensed profes- 
sional counselor in the state 
of Louisiana. 

He graduated from LSUS 
in 1989 with a bachelor’s in 
chemistry. After being a 
practicing chemist for 10 
years, Guerin decided to fol- 
low his passion and enroll at 
Southwestern College in 
Santa Fe, N.M. to pursue his 
master’s in counseling. He 
studied not only the uadi- 
tional approach to counsel- 
ing but was also schooled in 
the spiritual side of the hu- 
man psyche. 

Guerin moved back to 
Shreveport and began work- 
ing at Brentwood Hospital 
after receiving his degree. 
He worked with people of all 
ages and received ample 
training in many different ar- 
eas. 

“It’s a lot like being on the 
front lines. I got a lot of 
training from my time at 
Brentwood,” said Guerin. 

After four years of work- 
ing at Brentwood, Guerin 


heard that LSUS had posi- 
tion open in the counseling 
department. 

“T wasn’t intently looking 
for a new job, but this one 
seemed to fit more of my in- 
terests; and there was a little 
bit of a sense of loyalty to 
LSUS,.” said Guerin. 

Not only is Guerin trained 
to guide students on college 
and career choices, but he is 
also trained to help them be 
successful in life. 

“My job is not only to 
help students with collegial 
decisions but to deal with 
the issues in their lives in or- 
der for them to have a suc- 
cessful college career,” said 
Guerin. 

He has specialized train- 
ing in substance abuse from 
his time at Brentwood, and 
he also takes a different ap- 
proach to career counseling. 
His goal is not to plug stu- 
dents into a career just be- 
cause they are successful in 
a particular area but to find 
something that will truly 
make them happy. 

“Never wait until things 
get so bad academically or 
personally before getting 
help. Here we try to recog- 
nize the problems and iden- 
tify the solutions,’ said 
Guerin. 
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WHEELMA: the Wheeled Hybrid Electrically Engineered Linear Motion 


FORUM cont. 


on hand last week. There 
has been buzz about moving 
the tables and bookshelves 
out of the bottom back half 
of the library and moving 
the computers in there. 

The issue of smoking was 
touched on. There is a city 
law that you are not allowed 
to smoke within 25 feet of 
the building entrance. Most 
students know that Bronson 
Hall is a prime location for 
smokers to camp out in front 
and around. Three solutions 
were brought up to handle 
this problem. The first was 
to ban smoking on campus 
altogether. Campus police 
have agreed to walk around 
campus and make sure the 
tule is upheld. The second 
solution to the problem is to 
make the smoking posts, 
what cigarette butts are 


Apparatus, 


thrown into, permanent at 
25 feet away from the build- 
ing entrance, Right now the 
posts are movable. Making 
the posts permanent is 
thought to help with this is- 
sue. The third solution to the 
smoking problem is making 
the round areas on the mall 
smoking areas. There are 
trees and benches that could 
be enjoyed by students who 
smoke. 

Child care was discussed 
for students who have chil- 
dren. Nothing was said of 
how much the child care 
would cost or the hours of 
operation. The University 
Center may also have a new 
name in the near future. 

“It would be changed to 
the Student Union,” said 
Goad. 

Many students feel that 


since the UC was paid for 
by students and is utilized 
by students, it should have a 
name that signifies owner- 
ship by the students. 

Touching on another is- 
sue, the Spring Fling may 
have beer served this year. 
The fling used to serve beer 
along with crawfish, but that 
has not been the case the 
last few years. If all works 
out beer will be sold under a 
tent, and students will not 
bé able take the beer from 
under the tent. 

“There will be a limit on 
how much beer can be pur- 
chased and the cost will be 
$1 per beer,” said Hayes. 

The SGA is also address- 
ing parking and trying to 
find a solution that is ade- 
quate for both faculty and 
students. 


Robotic endeavors 


Kacy Smith 
Contributing Writer 


Greg Boucher, associate 
professor, chemistry and 
physics, first started making 
robots at the age of 16, but 
since joining the LSUS fac- 
ulty in 1987, he has gone 
above and beyond tinkering 
in his garage. 

He built his first robot 
while at LSUS in 1994 and 
has continued to improve his 
creations in the physics lab- 
oratory. 

The classroom-sized lab 
is overflowing with uniden- 
tifiable electronics. A sepa- 
rate room contains fabricat- 
ing machines for bending 
and shaping metal and plas- 
tic needed for building the 
robots. Throughout the lab, 
there are several different 
robotics projects that 
Boucher and other members 
of the department 
worked on over the past sev- 
eral years. 

The “Wheeled Hybrid 
Electrically Engineered Lin- 
ear Motion Apparatus” is a 
ground-based robot that 
took almost two years to 
construct, The robot runs on 
four separate motors and is 
remotely controlled by two 
joysticks. 

Front and rear mounted 
cameras allow the user to 
guide it through halls and 
doorways, a feature that 
comes in handy when 
Boucher decides to sneak 
WHEELMA into a packed 
classroom three doors down. 

The remarkable machine 
can climb the steps leading 
to the Science Building, run 
forward and in reverse, and 
move along grass and hard 
ground just as easily as it 
roams the halls. 

The newest of Boucher’s 
endeavors is a flying robotic 
platform, a project he and 


have 


five student workers have 
been working on for the past 
month. 

The final result will be a 
large metal and wooden 
platform lifted by separate 
rotors on each corner. The 
flying platform will also be 
mounted with cameras and 
controlled remotely. 

The robot, which will be 
able to lift close to 50 
pounds and remain in flight 
for four to five minutes, 
could be useful in surveil- 
lance. 

One of the most remark- 
able devices created in the 
lab is a machine Boucher 
simply refers to as “The 
Talker.” 

“The Talker” was made as 
a communications interface 
for the handicapped. There 
are two different ways of 
communicating through the 
machine, either by a light to 
indicate an array of com- 
monly used expressions or 
by using a touch-screen with 
various icons. 

Though all of the robots 
could be used in a multitude 
of ways, Boucher says the 
only time he would consider 
selling any of his designs is 
if he could find a way to in- 
expensively manufacture 
“The Talker” and sell it to 
those who could not afford 
such a device at a higher 
cost. 

The department of chem- 
istry and physics now offers 
an electronics minor which 
consists of five classes 
meant to give general 
knowledge of the subject. 

According to Boucher, 
for those students interested 
in working with robotics, 
the minor is a good way to 
possibly get into the lab and 
get first-hand experience 
with these extraordinary ma- 
chines. 


NEWS 


italian families 

are traditionally very big. 

Se it's not surprising that 
the Macaroni Grill family is 
growing. We now have over 
225 restaurants and we're 
always looking for people to 
help us satisfy the ener- 
mous cravings for italian 
food. There's always reom 
fer one more at our 

family table. 
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Business as usual 


LSUS’ College of Business becomes 
reaccreditated as 2008 opens 


Carly Waters 
Contributing Writer 


The College of Business 
Administration once again 
received accreditation from 
the Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Busi- 
ness (AACSB). As of 2007, 
this prestigious title has only 
been awarded to 554 institu- 
tions worldwide. 

What exactly is accredita- 
tion? 

According to AACSB In- 
ternational, “International 
accreditation is a process of 
voluntary, non-governmen- 
tal review of educational in- 
stitutions and programs. 
AACSB International ac- 
creditation represents the 
highest standard of achieve- 
ment for business schools 
worldwide.” 

Although LSUS has been 
accredited since 1992, it is 
always an accomplishment 
for the College of Business 
to retain their title. Every 
year, the administration and 
faculty are required to report 
to AACSB. : 

“We are required every 
year to set goals for each 
program in our college and 
then measure ourselves ac- 
cordingly. The quality of the 
faculty is verified on an an- 
nual basis,” said Douglas 
Bible, chair, economics and 
finance. 

After five years with the 
accreditation, the title is up 


SUMMER JOBS 
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APPLY NOW 
www.summerjobs08.org 


for review when deans from 
other colleges of business 
around the country visit the 
university. Evaluations are 
taken to see if it still upholds 
the standards of excellence. 
Their decision is based on 
many different criteria: the 
quality and experience of 
faculty, assurance of learn- 
ing, interactions between 
teacher and students, etc. 

“It is gratifying to have 
the efforts of our faculty rec- 
ognized. Our student friend- 
ly focus and collegial work 
environment are key factors 
that have allowed the Col- 
lege of Business to retain 
faculty who strive to deliver 
quality in the classroom,” 
said Charlotte Jones, dean, 
College of Business. 

Attending a college of 
business that has been ac- 
credited by the AACSB is 
one of highest credentials a 
business student can pos- 
sess. The AACSB ensures 
that every institution that 
has been accredited meets 
certain academic standards. 
They also ensure that the 
curriculum is current and 
relevant to the times.The 
standards of the AACSB re- 
quire that all professors 
must have at least a master’s 
degree and prior profession- 
al experience. 
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Chris Sanders 
Contributing Writer 


Ristorante Giuseppe is a 
popular upscale restaurant, 
and its popularity comes 
honestly, The food is excel- 
lent, service is exemplary 
and the atmosphere is ex- 
quisite. Naturally, this quali- 
ty comes at a premium price 
but, there are ways to enjoy 
this establishment without 
breaking the bank. 

Giuseppe’s lunch menu 
offers fairly standard Italian 
dishes at reasonable prices 
and better than average 
quality. Panini 
sandwiches and 
pizzas are avail- 
able for $10 or 
less, and fresh- 
made pasta dish- 
es are priced un- 
der $15. True 
entrées are 
available as 
well, ranging from $9 to a 
ritzy $27. 

If you are just looking for 
a snack and a drink or two, 
the afternoon happy hour is 
a good bet. Served in the bar 
area, happy hour features 
lower priced, hors d’oeuvre- 
like plates and half-priced 
drinks. 

The most affordable way 
to enjoy a dinner at 
Giuseppe is to not actually 
eat dinner. The entrées are 
delicious, but the best ones 
are out of the price range of 
the average college student. 
I recommend sitting in the 
bar and ordering appetizers, 
drinks and desserts. Be pre- 
pared to still spend a fair 


Ristorante Giuseppe 
4800 Line Ave 
869-4548 
7 days a week 


hours of operation 
available upon 
request 


amount of money, but going 
by this method, your money 
will be spent on a variety of 
things instead of a single 
dish. 

There is one item on the 
menu which I highly recom- 
mend: the Ostriche Flash, or 
as I like to call it, the Oys- 
ters. This $12 appetizer con- 
sists of sautéed oysters 
wrapped in pancetta on a 
baby spinach bed with a bal- 
samic glaze. Each bite taken 
will be a religious experi- 
ence. 

Giuseppe’s 
desserts are not 
to be missed. 
They have an 
excellent 
Tiramisu, 
which comes 
as a generous 
serving for $8. 
The best dessert, however, is 
the chocolate souffle. The 
25-minute cooking time is 
well worth the wait. This $9 
dessert is large enough to 
serve two people, but you 
will definitely want your 
own. 

For those with a thirst, 
Giuseppe features a well 
stocked bar and an excellent 
wine selection. The bar- 
tenders are knowledgeable, 
friendly and well-versed in 
their craft. The bar’s signa- 
ture cocktail is the Mojito, a 
rum-based drink with lime 
and mint. The drink also 
comes in a number of fla- 
vored variations. 


RISTORANTE 
GIUSEPPE 


Women predominate 
on college campuses 


Heather Smelley 
Contributing Writer 


Seats in lecture halls and 
college classrooms around 
the nation are filled with 
more women than men. 
Women now make up 58 
percent of students enrolled 
in two and four- year col- 
leges. Women are also the 
majority in graduate schools 
and professional schools. 
The U.S. Department of Ed- 
ucation statistics show that 
men are less likely than 
women to get bachelors de- 
grees and among those who 
do, fewer complete their de- 
grees in four or five years. In 
addition, statistics show that 
men also receive worse 
grades than women. 

This doesn’t mean that 
men are in a downward spi- 
ral. Men are attending col- 
lege in greater numbers now 
and are more likely to grad- 
uate than two decades ago. 
Over thirty years ago, male 
students were the majority 
on college campuses. Now, 
jobs that don’t require a 
four-year degree but prom- 
ise a good salary are a main 
interest for a growing num- 


FINANCIAL AID cont. 


to the process of obtaining 
money for college. It also 
provides students with in- 
formation on local financial 
aid workshops, scholarship 
opportunities presented 
through the organization 
and easy access to the Free 
Application for Federal Stu- 
dent Aid. 

According to Chance, 
there are several federal and 
state grants, such as the Fed- 
eral Pell Grant, that are giv- 
en to students on a need ba- 
sis. Also available to 
students are loans, such as 


ber of men. Therefore, men 
now make up only 42 per- 
cent of the nation’s college 
students. 

“The boys are about 
where they were 30 years 
ago, but the girls are just on 
a tear, doing much, much 
better,” said Tom Morten- 
son, senior scholar at the 
Pell Institute for the Study 
of Opportunity in Higher 
Education in Washington. 

Both male and female 
students at colleges across 
the country report that 
women are more driven than 
men. The 2005 National 
Survey of Student Engage- 
ment found that men were 
significantly more likely 
than women to say they 
spent at least 11 hours a 
week relaxing or socializ- 
ing. Women were more like- 
ly to say they spent at least 
that much time preparing for 
class. The study also showed 
that more men said they fre- 
quently came to class unpre- 
pared. This difference in the 
amount of effort put forth 
seems to be another reason 
why women tend to be suc- 
ceeding in college in greater 
numbers than men. 


the Stafford Loan, which are 
given in different amounts 
based on academic classifi- 
cation and dependency sta- 
tus. To be awarded these 
grants and loans, students 
must fill out a federal appli- 
cation by the deadline, June 
l. 

After tuition is paid, 
many students still find 
themselves having to pay 
over $500 out of pocket to 
cover university fees. While 
grants and loans are still 
available to help pay off 
fees, a variety of LSUS de- 


The trend behind the 
scenes at colleges is chang- 
ing as well. Along with the 
rising number of women at- 
tending college, more 
women than in past years 
can be found working as 
professors and administra- 
tors. Today, women account 
for 20 percent of college 
presidents heading schools 
such as the University of 
Pennsylvania, Princeton 
University and Brown Uni- 
versity. However, women 
still face many challenges in 
higher education and are not 
on top in all areas. A recent 
survey by the Council for 
Advancement and Support 
of Education said men still 
hold more of the upper man- 
agement and decision-mak- 
ing positions at colleges and 
continue to earn higher 
salaries. The greatest chal- 
lenge now for colleges is 
trying to tackle the gender 
gap to make certain that 
both women and men have 
equal and fair access to edu- 
cation in the lecture halls 
and classrooms around the 
nation. 


partment scholarships are 
given out to those with and 
without TOPS. Students in- 
terested in applying should 
check with their specific de- 
partment about scholarships 
being offered. 

While Ashlee Nix, sopho- 
more, early childhood edu- 
cation, feels that the LSUS 
Financial Aid Office pro- 
vides excellent assistance in 
answering questions and of- 
fering advice, it never hurts 
to seek outside help from lo- 
cal and statewide organiza- 
tions. 


Overtime Party | 
02/21 After the 
Men’‘s Basketball 
~ Game 
UC Lobby 


Movie Night: 

_ The Bee Movie 

02/22 @ 6 p.m. 
UC Theater 


UC Theater 


02/25 @7 p.m. 


Coffeehouse 
Matt Larson 
02/28 @ 10:30 a.m. 
UC Port Stage 


Pack the house 


Whitney Tarkowski 
Contributing Writer 


Zeta Tau Alpha presents 
the second annual Pack the 
House in Pink at the men’s 
basketball game tonight at 7 
p.m. in the gym. 

Pack the House in Pink is 
to promote awareness and 
education for breast cancer, 
a disease that not only af- 
fects women but men as 
well. At the game, there will 
be an “in celebrations of” 
and “in memory of” wall 


With over $1.5 billion 
spent on production, 
the SBC welcomes 
you to the new 
Hollywood South 


Nicole Massey 
Contributing Writer 


The film industry has def- 
initely taken northwest 
Louisiana by storm. Shreve- 
port-Bossier has recently 
had well over a dozen televi- 
sion series and films shot in 
the area since Hurricane Ka- 
trina. In 2007, film produc- 
tion brought almost $300 
million in Shreveport alone, 
and at least a dozen more 
movies are set to film here 
this year. ; 

Prior to 2002, film activi- 
ty in Louisiana was spo- 
radic. A mere $32 million 
per year is estimated to have 
been spent in Louisiana re- 
lated to film and television 


where people can be hon- 
ored who have been affected 
by breast cancer. ZTA will 
be handing out pink ribbons 
and shower cards, and they 
will host a raffle with prizes 
at half-time. All proceeds 
from the raffle will support 
breast cancer education and 
awareness. 

“This is our second year 
to have Pack the House in 
Pink, and we are very excit- 
ed to see how much it 
grows. Last year was a great 
success, and we hope to 
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lights. camera. 
Shreveport? 


production. Now, that has 
changed. Since 2002, 
Louisiana has experienced 
over $1.5 billion in film and 
television production. Loca- 
tions in Louisiana have now 
become locations of choice 
for many reasons, one of 
which is the tax incentives 
and credits that the state of- 
fers. 

Louisiana has offered 
some of the most aggressive 
and generous tax incentives. 
Investors can expect back 25 
percent of the money they 
spend in the state in the form 
of tax credits. As a bonus, 
the state offers an additional 
10 percent in tax credits for 
Louisiana residents hired to 
work on the production. The 
state also offers a 15 percent 
tax credit on infrastructure 
projects. 

As a result of the increase 
in production as well as the 


In pink 


continue that on again this 
year,” said Chelsy Sistrunk, 
junior, marketing, and 
member of ZTA. 

Everyone is encouraged 
to come out and wear pink 
in hopes of covering the en- 
tire gym in pink. The Stu- 
dent Activities Board will 
be hosting an over-time pat- 
ty immediately following 
the game in the UC lobby. 
There will be food and fun 
for everyone after the bas- 
ketball game. 


added infrastructure tax 
credit, there is an increased 
interest in building facilities 
across the entire state. Hol- 
lywood types have trans- 
formed this once-quiet river 
town into “Hollywood 
South.” 

Shreveport-Bossier has 
“beautiful homes, a great lo- 
cation. You can double a lot 
of other cities,” said Richard 
Salvatore, producer of 
“Homeland Security,” a 
movie filmed in Shreveport 
starring Colin Hanks, Anto- 
nio Banderas and Meg 
Ryan. 

Now Shreveport serves as 
a backdrop for any town, 
even fabulous Los Angeles. 

“There’s a downtown cor- 
ridor that you can make look 
like any major city,” said 
Michael Flannigan, execu- 
tive producer for Millenni- 
um Films. 

It’s not just producers 


who like it here in this town. 
Hollywood stars have been 
happy here too, because for 
some reason the paparazzi 
just cannot seem to find 
Shreveport on the map. 

“Beyond Reasonable 
Doubt,” starring Michael 
Douglass and Jesse Met- 
calfe, begins shooting in 
Shreveport Mar. 3. It’s 
about a reporter who comes 
up with a scheme to trap a 
district attorney who is run- 
ning for governor. 

Shreveport’ local Amy 
Davis is working on this 
production as a travel coor- 
dinator. 

Davis has also been a 
stunt performer in films 
around Shreveport. 

“We offer a friendly at- 
mosphere and the experi- 
ence level with local crews 
has grown a great deal over 
the last few years,” said 
Davis. 


TONIGHT! 


Don't forget to 
check the Overtime 
Party after the 


LSUS Basketball 
games in the 
UC LOBBY! 


79 days until the end of the semesterlll! 


wes ADVERTISEMENTS vn, Aa 


LSU in Shreveport 
International Lincoln Center for American Studies 
Washington “Semester” 
Interim between Spring and Term I Summer 
Open to all majors 


An Experience no Classroom can offer! 


“ 
. 
a 


oi 


The United States Congress 
The White House 
The United States Supreme Court 
The Library of Congress | 
The Smithsonian . . . and so much more!!!! 


Receive 3 or 6 credit hours in Humanities and Social Sciences 
Courses Offered 


POLI 190 Washington Political Arena 
AMST 198 American Studies Seminar 
AMST 298 American Studies Seminar 
AMST 398 American Studies Seminar 
POLI 399 Field Research in Government Law 


To reserve a slot for the 2008 Washington Semester, a $400 nonrefundable 
housing deposit is required. Check should be payable to LSUS. DUE MARCH 15. 
More information is available in BH321, contact 797-5138 or 
william.pederson@lsus.edu 
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Bradley Ball 
Contributing Writer 


When most students think 
about athletics at LSUS, 
they only think of the bas- 
ketball, baseball and soccer 
teams, but LSUS also hous- 
es an Olympic weightlifting 
team coached by Kyle 
Pierce, associate professor, 
kinesiology and health sci- 
ence. 

While other athletes try to 
win conference and national 
championships, there are 
some weightlifters who are 
training for a chance to go to 
the Olympics. 

One weightlifter who 
hopes to make the Olympic 
team is Kendrick Farris, jun- 
ior, mass communications. 
Farris started weightlifting 
when he was 11 and has 
been doing it for 10 years 
how. 

He was introduced to the 
program when his uncle saw 
an article in the paper and 
thought it would help him 
while playing sports in a 
recreation league in Shreve- 
port. 

Farris’ biggest role model 
is his mother. He said that 
his mother works hard and 
doesn’t get recognition for 
it, and this helps motivate 
him to train harder. 

“If I could be half the per- 
son she is, I’d be a decent 
human being,” said Farris. 

Farris’ biggest achieve- 
ment as a weightlifter is 
breaking the senior Ameri- 
can record as well as his 
own junior (20 or younger) 
American record by lifting 
198 kg in the clean and jerk. 

The previous records 
were 197.5 kg for the senior 


Weightlifters prove to themselves and the world that they have what it 
takes to make their way to China for the 2008 Olympics 


record and 193 kg for the 
junior record. 

Farris is a six time nation- 
al champion, three time 
record holder for the clean 
and jerk, and still holds the 
American record for the 
clean and jerk at 200 kg 
(440 Ibs). 

Farris’ plans after 
weightlifting are to go into 
radio broadcasting and have 
his own show and eventual- 
ly create a magazine with 
one of his friends. 

Another person who is 
training at LSUS for the 
Olympic trials is former 
Olympian Cara Heads. 
Heads graduated from the 
University of Colorado in 
Colorado Springs with a de- 
gree in sociology, and she is 
currently working on her 
master’s from UCCS. 

She has been training 
since she was 12 and has 
been weightlifting for 18 
years now. 

Heads competed in the 
2000 Sydney Olympics. 

“(The Olympics] are 
unique because it’s a mullti- 
sport event as compared to 
the World Championships. 
There is no other experience 
quite like the opening cere- 
monies,” said Heads. 

Heads is training at LSUS 
because of Pierce. Heads 
says that Pierce is “knowl- 
edgeable and encouraging”. 

“He has built an impres- 
sive program which boasts 
national champions, Ameri- 
can record holders, world 
team members, Pan-Am 
Games Team members, 
Olympians, and 2008 
Olympic hopefuls,” said 
Heads. 


In training for these 


‘ 
Ss 


Olympic trials, Heads has 
changed some things in her 
workout regimen such as fo- 
cusing more on weaknesses, 
more recovery, and drop- 
ping down to a lighter 
weight class. 

Heads feels her greatest 
achievements, aside from 
making the 2000 Olympic 
team, are being a five time 
world team member, a seven 
time national champion, an 
American record holder 
with two records, and the 
first and only African Amer- 
ican female to represent the 
United States in the 
Olympics for weightlifting. 
Heads also feels that her 
chances of making the 
Olympic team are pretty 
good. 

Farris, who has been 
coached by Pierce since he 
started training, feels that 
when other people come 
here from other programs, 
he sees them make more 
progress than in the program 
they were on before. 

“It is a smooth blend of a 
grass-roots program and an 
elite level program. I was 
shocked to learn how many 
people here have no idea 
that this gem of a program 
exists right here in their own 
backyard,” said Heads. “Dr. 
Pierce knows what he’s do- 
ing and I’m glad to be a part 
of this wonderful world- 
class weightlifting program. 
It is, by far, the best place 
for me to be training for the 
2008 Olympic Team Trials.” 

Farris will compete in Peru 
on March 16 for the second- 
ary qualifier and Heads will 
join him to compete in At- 
lanta. for the Olympic trials 
on May 16-17. 


Southern 


Spring Hill 


SCHEDULE cont. 


members, which they indi- 
vidually polled, as being op- 
posed to the new schedule. 
Larhonda Lewis, sopho- 
more, psychology, likes the 
new schedule and thinks it 
will benefit many students 
because “a longer Common 
Hour gives me more time, 
especially since [The Port] 
is so busy during that time. | 
will actually have an oppor- 


TONIGHT! 


Lady Pilots vs. 
Southern 
@ 5:30 p.m. 


tunity to eat my food before 
class begins,” said Lewis. 

“I think the new schedule 
is a smart idea,” said Shillem 
Johnson, junior, community 
health. “It gives students 
more time to get together 
and it’s safer for night class- 
es to be shorter.” 


Pilots vs. 
Southern 
@ 7:30 p.m. 
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charge by phone: 318-741-9700 or online at Ticketmaster. com 
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WWW.THREEDAYSGRACE.COM 


fill-in 


& win You take the right out of me 


ou left a where my heart should be 
ou've gotta fight just to it through 
CauseIwillbethe _ of you 


lyrics from Breaking Benjamin 


Come by the Affmagest and submit your answers for a 
chance to win 2 tickets to the upcoming Three Days 
Grace/Breaking Benjamin concert! 


The Almagest 


February 21st, 2008 


: WHERE: 


artspace 

Jack Rabbit 
Lounge 
Sharpies 
Noble Savage 
Mia’s Pub 
Jack Rabbit 
Lounge 


Sharpies 


The Warehouse 


Harlequin Alley 


The Warehouse 
Jack Rabbit 
Lounge 

Mia’s Pub 
Sharpies 


The Warehouse 


Jack Rabbit 
Lounge 


“BANDS: 


Julez Dossett 


Moses & the 
Burning Bush 


An Hours Day, 
Black Tie Affair, 
Toby the Fugitive, 
Kids of Survival 


Dirtfoot 
Your Boys 


The Terrible 
Twos, RaRa 


Jason Bayes 


Grid, the Withheld, 
Fall to Rise 


| 
‘ 


Stonecrop, Black 
Market Halo, 
Coincide 

David Allen Coe, 
Gray sian 


A.M. Syndicate, 
The Peekers, 
Jucifer 


Dirty South 
Revolutionaries 


Shake & Bake 


The Bassbin 
Twins 


The Gunshy, 
Mustangs & 
Madness 


aE . 


The Almagest 
February 21st, 2008 
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‘Terms’ bassist 
makes comeback 
of a lifetime 


66 I had blood clots galore 
throughout my body 


Brandon Young 


bassist for the Terms 


Christine Bradley 
Photographer 


A tragic car accident on 
Sept. 30, 2006, nearly ended 
more than the rock ‘n’ roll 
career of Brandon Young, 
senior chemistry major. 

Young was part of a band 
named the Terms. The band 
included members Benjamin 
Labat, lead singer/rhythm 
guitar; Clyde Hargrove, lead 
guitar; Scott Lasseigne, 
drummer; Blake Oliver, con- 
ga player; and Young, 
bassist. The band was to- 
gether for about two years 
before Young joined. He was 
attending LSU when he 
heard the news that the band 
was searching for a new bass 
guitarist. 

“There were about seven 
or eight people [audition- 
ing], and I made the band,” 
Young said. 

Once Young joined, the 
band skyrocketed. They be- 
gan touring and opening for 
popular shows such as Bet- 
ter Than Ezra and Blues 
Traveler. The band also 
fronted local rock legend 
Kenny Wayne Shepard. 
Young said the band even 
played a song for the movie, 
“Mini’s First Time,” re- 
leased in February 2006. 
Young was visiting New 
York City and Los Angeles 
often, landing a spot per- 
forming on the pilot episode 
of the “Megan Mullally 
Show.” 

“It was a pilot episode, so 
it never aired, but it would 


have if something went 
wrong with an _ actual 
episode,” Young said, 

Young’s life nearly took 
the mirrored version of so 
many young rock ‘n’ rollers 
before him. The band was in 
Monroe on the way to play a 
show, when Young, Oliver 
and Hargrove were involved 
in a near-fatal car accident. 

“We were less than four 
or five miles from the actual 
show we were playing,” 
Young said. 

Young and two other band 
members were in Olivier’s 
car and they were still in 
Oliver’s residential neigh- 
borhood at the time of the 
crash. Another car drove 
through a four-way stop 
sign, hitting the vehicle the 
band members were in and 
causing their car to flip and 
drive up a telephone pole. 
Young said the other driver 
was reaching for his cell 
phone and did not see Oliver 
driving through the intersec- 
tion. None of the members 
in Oliver’s vehicle were in- 
toxicated at the time of the 
crash. 

All three sustained in- 
juries, but only two walked 
away. Young was not one of 
those two. 

“After the accident, no- 
body was looking for me, 
but I was still in the backend 
of the [car].” 

Fortunately for Young, a 
man named Gary Brooks, a 
CPR instructor at a Monroe- 
area fire station, lived just 
three houses down from the 


site of the car crash. Accord- 
ing to Young, Brooks heard 
the crash from his house. 
While looking among the 
wreckage, he came across 
Young in the back of Oliy- 
er’s vehicle. Young said he 
was unconscious and not 
breathing for about five min- 
utes until Brooks found him. 

“It was very, very cool. 
He saved my life,” Young 
said. 

Young was treated at a 
hospital in Monroe for trau- 
matic brain injury, five neck 
fractures, blood clots and 
pelvic, eye and lung injuries. 

“T had blood clots galore 
throughout my body,” he 
said. 

Young came very close to 
losing his life that day, but 
his determination and strong 
will have kept his hope very 
alive. Since January 2007, 
Young has moved from a 
wheelchair, to a walker, to a 
cane. He has been walking 
on his own for about nine 
months now. : 

“It seems like I’ve been 
just through everything,” he 
said. 

This is Young’s first se- 
mester back at LSUS since 
the accident. He is paying 
for school through vocation- 
al rehabilitation funding. 
Young said music has been 
the biggest inspiration for 
him throughout the ordeal. 
The Terms even reunited for 
an old-fashioned band prac- 
tice about two months ago. 


Defintely, Maybe 


an experiment in disaster 


James Howard 
Contributing Writer 


Let me begin by saying 
this movie definitely made 
me want to gouge my eyes 
out and maybe even curse 
the existence of romantic 
“comedies” and all those as- 
sociated with the genre. 

Adam Brooks, a man who 
has brought us gems such as 


Bridget Jones: The Edge of 


Reason and Wimbledon, 
beautifully stitched together 
all the things reasonable 
people hate about romantic 
comedies into a rich tapestry 
of disgust with Definitely, 


Maybe. 


Ryan Reynolds (Smokin 
Aces, Van Wilder) plays Will 
Hayes, an unrelatable pro- 
tagonist with the uncanny 
ability to sleep with every 
hot woman in New York. Af- 
ter years of debauchery and 
forbidden exploits, Hayes 
decides that the only thing 
left to do is recount, in dis- 
turbingly grotesque detail, 
his escapades to his young, 
impressionable daughter. 
Sounds good so far, right? 

Well, if you can overlook 
the 8-year-olds annoyingly 
inquisitive questions about 
“threesomes” and “thrust- 
ing,” you'll have the oppor- 
tunity to immerse yourself 


in a movie that appears to 
take pleasure in highlighting 
every cliché in the romantic 
comedy play book from 
drunk, undersexed frat boys 
to “quirky” girls that are 
nothing more than super- 
models wearing eyeglasses. 

Brooks also makes a lame 
attempt at displaying an ear- 
ly 1990s Manhattan con- 
sumerist society; a world 
beautifully captured by Ellis 
and Harron's American Psy- 
cho, but flaccid and boring 
in the hands of the incapable 
Brooks. 

It must have been hard, 
but Brooks actually suc- 
ceeds in making New York 
seem a boring, vapid place, 
inhabited by disappointing 
husks of humanity. There 
are no landmarks or interest- 
ing characters. There is no 
relevant back story beyond 
the bare requirements for a 
plot, and the conversation is 
shallow and repetitive. 

Definitely, Maybe is the 
third movie that I have ever 
walked out of in my life and 
thus has been precariously 
pinned on “James Wall of 
Shame.” My time would 
have been better spent self 
mutilating or starring at a 
whitewashed wall. 


PELICAN BRIEFS 


By Sam Fullen 
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Turn to page 10 for an 
exclusive chance to check 
out the Three Days 
Grace/Breaking Benjamin 
concert Saturday, March 1! 


Bert Stroud, the Anthropologist 
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THROBBING WORSE 
THAN WHEN I DRANK 
TOO MUCH AYAHUASCA 
BACK IN THE JUNGLES 
OF MATO GROSSO. 
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TAKE A SWIM, 


By: Mike Schwalke & Diego Tripodi 
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Have a question that 
needs an answer? 
Write the Co-Pilot at 
almagest@Isus.edu 


Advertise 
in the 


Almagest 
and reach 
over 2000 
readers a 
week! 
Stop by 
'BH344 or 
call Fola 
@ 797-5328 
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